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Chapter 1 by Maeghyn Shoemaker 
A single giggle started the insanity... 


“Hahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahaha! Tag youre it!” 
“Ashley get back her right now!” 

“Hahahahhahahahahahahahaha! Running through the parking lot!” 
“Ashley get back here! You're going to get hurt.” 

“Eenie meenie miny mo,’ 

“Ashley!” 

“Catch a lady by her toes!” 


“Ashley look out!” 
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as i could. | got back inside and put ashley in her room. She sat there as still as she could. She 
started singing again. 


“1, 2, Melatonin is coming for you 

3, 4, baby, won't you lock the door? 

5, 6, I'm done with it 

7,8, It's getting late, so close your eyes, sleep the days. 


9, 10, Never wanna see you again 
11, 12, i pull off black so well.” 


And with those final lyrics recited she fell asleep. Knocked out in seconds. Don't ask me why 
she's obsessed with Melanie Martinez lyrics. It's the only way she communicates. As i walked 
out the door, she spoke the first words she's ever said to me that's not a song lyrics. It shocked 
me. 


“Miss Allison.’ 

“Yes Ashley?” 

“Thank you Miss Allison?’ 

“Anything for you Ashley.’ 

THE NEXT MORNING. 

“Hey girlie.’ 

“Open your walls?” 

“Play with your dolls. Ashley it's time for your yearly check up.’ 


“Do | have to?” 
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“Will they find out?” 


“Never. 
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